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TÜGİDER 7TH SESSİON  BOARD OF DIRECTORS PROGRESS REPORT 

The priority has been given to updating TÜGİDER’s discourse and planning the issues to be considered in the new period upon taking office of the members of 7th Board of Directors. 

“7th Session Activities” of our Board of Directors are as follows. 
Activities Titles of Board of Directors 

Charters and Regulations Actively Worked by TÜGİDER  

Problems Solved on Behalf of Industry

Main Issues Monitored in 2006-2008 Period


Activities Conducted in Combination with Others 

TÜGİDER’s Cooperation and Fair Activities 

Top Level Visits

Association’s Administrative Activities 

1. Regulations and Meetings Actively Worked by TÜGİDER  


Our association is represented in the commissions established in preparing the relevant codes and regulations with respect to food, substances and materials in contact with food. The contributions were provided on behalf of Turkish Food Codex - Bulleting on Recommended Foodstuff, Bulleting on Microbiological Criteria, Regulatıon  on Beer, Regulatıon  on Distilled Alcohol Liquor, Regulatıon  on Energy Drinks, and Regulatıon  on Rules for Tagging of Foodstuff in Regard to General Tagging and Nutrition. Our members were actively taken part in the works for Feed Code. The members’ opinions were compiled on the draft codes issued by Ministry of Agriculture and Rural  Affairs. TÜGİDER’s opinion is underway and will soon be submitted to the Ministry.  
TÜGİDER’s opinion has already been submitted on “Draft Regulations on Procedures and Principles Regarding Control and Inspections of substances And Materials in Contact With Food, with due consideration on the best benefits of our members.  Thanks to our works, the regulations have been enforced in order to enable the issue of Health Certificates in the form of corporate declarations for the import from EU countries and the validity of laboratory test certificate, where no such corporate declaration is obtained or the same is verified for the import from EU countries.  

The problems experienced in the import of Bourbon Whiskey thanks to the efforts conducted with respect to alcohol liquors and issue of the bulletin on Distilled Alcohol Liquor. The problem encountered with the Vermouth has also been solved upon issue of the regulatıon  on the aromatized wine.   In current period, the works conducted by the Codex Committee in which our Association has taken part for harmonization of the regulatıon  on the wine with the EU legislation. The draft regulatıon  on the wine is issued for the discussion. The problem faced with our manufacturers and exporters in regard to the alcohol contents in the wines will be eliminated upon formal enacting of the draft code. 

TÜGİDER has taken part in the meeting for “Assessment of Advertisement on Food Oriented to Children” convened by Food Safety Division, General Directorate of Essential Health Services, Ministry of Health, which is crucial for our sector. 
Our association has taken part in the seminar on Micro-Food Elements, organized by Ministry of Health. 
2. Problems Solved on Behalf of Industry

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural  Affairs has been concluded for alternate realization of the apple import upon request by our Commission on Fresh Fruit and Vegetables. 

Single sampling of the party representing the goods delivered by the same has been adopted.  

Our members have began to make wide use of the application of the reference file for packaged and branded products that are imported by the same company and exported by the same exporter and produced in the same company and same premises. 

New practices have been developped and partial removal of the bureaucratic proceedings ensured for those products that are imported for the first time to Turkey those products that are imported on consistent basis, to be organized by General Directorate of Medicine and Pharmaceutics, Ministry of Health upon our request. 

The mutual works have concluded on behalf of the sector upon the request of our Association on the standardization of the labels on Medical Baby Foods and Eternal Nutritive Products under the responsibility of the same directorate. 

The notification was made on the problems encountered with İzmir Provincial Directorate on January 2006 to Protection and Control General Directorate, Ministry of Agriculture and Village Affairs and progress has been achieved in sampling and issue of the results of testing. 

Thanks to the efforts of our Association, the practice of searching the products that are incorporated in the foods from the lists for the vegetables. 

Our Association has ensured the issue of the sticker instead of the labels prepared in Turkish, in addition to the original label(s) for the imported alcohol liquors. The relevant regulations are put into effect upon issue of official journal of no. 2605722, on 01.2006.  

The method for the starch analysis in the meat products by the Ministry has been modified, as it has been requested by our associatıon.  

EU conformity has been ensured with respect to labeling of the products consumed within restaurants, cafes, snack bars, hospitals and catering centers. The problems faced by our members have been eliminated. 

Ministry of Agriculture and Rural  Affairs delivered the relevant instructions to provincial directorates with respect to abandoning the submission of the certificate on the dioxin for the import of feed and feed raw materials originating from USA. This has been an important progress on behalf of our members importing pet foods. 

The ban on import of the pet foods in regard to Avian Influenza (bird flu) has been eliminated partly on conditional basis on behalf of our members.   

The burden experienced by our members with respect to declaration of the product year during application for Wine Control Certificate. Now, our members will specify the product year at the import phase. 

The geographical symbols will be included into Health Certificates and thus, the problem faced with the certificate requested by Ministry of Agriculture and Village Affairs for geographical symbols on wine labels. 

The step has been taken in using sense expression on the wine labels. 

Our Association has taken part in the works on the nutrition and health statements on the labels for Turkish Food Codex foodstuff.  

The sector’s recommendations in regard to the bulleting on the items to be included into the foods for special purpose nutrition. 

Our Association has been in contact with Ministry of Agriculture and Rural  Affairs continuously in regard to the regulatıon  on microbiological criteria and draft bulletin on microbiological criteria has been issued. 

Our Association has solved the problem of using sorbitol in breath easing candies within the scope of food sweeteners.  

Our Association has been performing lobby activities in regard to limitations on the rice import imposed by Ministry of Agriculture and Village Affairs. The matter has been brought to the attention of World Trade Organisation and such rice policies have been abandoned. 

The requests were made time and again for explicit inclusion of supplementary foods as it is the case for the law no. 5179 thanks to our opinion delivered for the draft food code and finally such supplements are included in the draft. 

Our Association’s opinions have been included in the regulatıon  on non-alcohol beverages. 

The participation of all stakeholders were ensured to the international meeting on Alcohol Liquors Policies in EU and in Turkey, convened in Ankara on November 23, 2006 for discussion on the sector’s problems. The results of these works have been obtained in 2008 and TÜGİDER’s opinion was included in Tax Council of Ministry of Finance. TÜGİDER’s representatives are also taking part in easement on Special Consumption Tax. 

Due diligence was observed on the problems for issue of Certificates on Internal Processing with Undersecretary of Foreign Trade and General Directorate of Import and Export.  

The solutions were provided for the problems encountered in regard to analysis cost, timing concerns and production permission in ship imports, thanks to the efforts of our Association. 

Sector’s requests on the draft feed code have been submitted to the Ministry. 

The international meeting was held on Pet Foods and BSE in Ankara on January 28, 2008. The works are under progress on import of pet foods within from neighboring countries. On November 7, the notification was made for the acceptance of our requests on import of pet foods from EU countries via accreditation of the plants. The commission members are working on the accreditation of the manufacturers.  

The permission numbers for the products imported within the scope of list no. 6B will be extended. 

The objection was raised to the annotation of “Food and package materials whose imports are banned cannot be brought as samples”, which are free and without any commercial value. The works on the legislation have been commenced.  

The time period allowed for banana import by General Directorate of Standardization is extended to 10 days from 7 days. 

The steps are taken in the imports of such goods as “smoked goose breast” requested by tourism sector. 

The contribution fee imposed for the imports of Enteral Nutrition for medical purposes is eliminated upon applications made to the relevant authorities.  

EU conformity on Baby and Continuation Formulae has been followed-up with Ministry of Agriculture and Village Affairs. The relevant provisions will be enforced upon issue on official journal in near future. 

The works are under progress on the imports of the goods demanded in the tourism sectors, which are not produced in Turkey. 

Our Association’s opinions are submitted to Tobacco and Alcohol Market Regulation Board on draft Code No. 5752 for modification on Code on Tasks of Tobacco and Alcohol Market Regulation Department No. 4733. 

Banana Standards drafted within our sector has been submitted to General Directorate of Foreign Trade Standardization. 

The notification was sent to Turkish Standardization Institute on moisture content of cannabis seeds for the request of adopting international standard. The relevant legislation was then modified accordingly. 

Mutual negotiations were conducted in the meetings on the problem faced with Provincial Directorates convened on June 26, 2008, by the participation of our members and officers of Provincial Directorates, Protection and Control General Directorate, Ministry of Agriculture and Village Affairs.    
The clarification has been provided on the conformity of the pastrami provided under the regulatıon on meat products with conventional pastrami. 
The request made to Ministry of Agriculture and Rural  Affairs for the correction of the error in the legislation on food additives used in the food supplements. The correction is pending in the near future.  
Three members of our Association were taken part in Anuga Food Fair in 2007. 
Five members of our Association were taken part in Trade Show Intermopro 2008 fair.  

Three members of our Association were taken part in Portugal Food Fair. 
Works are under progress for the participation of our members to an organisation to be held in Spain. 
Thanks to the effort of our Association, the drawback experienced in exchange the order of he proceedings in food import between General Directorate of Customs and Ministry of Agriculture and Rural  Affairs has been solved. 
Immediate notification has been sent to our sector on warning systems on the animal diseases informed to our Association.  
3. Main Issues Monitored in 2006-2008 Period
Control Certificate: Systematic initiatives have been observed for the extension of List No. B to include additional products. 

Alcohol Liquors: The works on the wine are under progress. 

Meat Import Permission: Turkish people are among those countries who eat the most expensive meat and therefore, low per capita consumption figure of 25 kg where EU average  is 105 kg is mainly due to this, as determined during high-level conventions conducted between our Association, Protection and Control General Directorate,  Undersecretary of Foreign Trade and Ministry of Tourism.  The increase in per capita meat consumption is highly dependent to the investments; however, the meat import should be permitted in order to have the people to get used to the meat consumption. Besides, due care should be given to the meat demands from tourism sector, in particular by five-star hotels. In fact, portion of the import conducted in response to demand in tourism should in fact be regarded export. At least, the meat import should be permitted in this regard for the luxury consumption. Meanwhile, the issue is exaggerated in Turkey for the sake of observing the public policies and regarded as a big deal. In fact, more flexible approaches are observed recently, which has been regarded as a real tough matter before. An interesting initiative was observed by one of our members, where officers of Ministry of Agriculture and Rural  Affairs were invited to visit a production premise in Holland, i.e., an exporter supplying meat products to more than 170 countries in the world. Meanwhile, the officers were informed on the demands from five-star hotels. Classified as luxury products and marketed as much as 4 times of their cost of acquisitions at the restaurants, there are extensive opportunities in generating additional values. Our Association will continue to keep the matter in its current agenda.   

Ministry of Finance has been informed on the fact that the prices of the alcohol liquors have been increased by 8 times in last three years. The request was also made to the Ministry for accrual of alcohol taxation on the base of alcohol content, as it is the case in EU. 

Our Association has been observing its due diligence to inform the public authorities as well as the public opinion on the unjust taxation of the alcohol in particular.  

Reference file: The works are under progress to ensure the practice to be within the established rules.  

Laboratory Selection: Food Association Federation and Chamber of Commerce have included the issue of the laboratory analysis for the food import and export in their agenda. They request such analysis to be conducted by the laboratories nominated by exporters or importers, instead of Provincial Directorates.  

Our Association regularly provides information to the media on the matter. 

Fresh Fruit and Vegetable: 
The progress has been achieved on entering different country of origin in import of 8 x g.t.i.p. products, assignment of officer by Provincial Directorates for imported products immediately upon delivery to the customs, coordination with local banana manufacturers and decrease the quote for the apple and tropical fruits. 

Correspondences on Sector Problems  
Following issues were informed to General Directorate of Standardization - Undersecretary of Foreign Trade, General Directorate of Protection and Control;

The bulletin on microbiological criteria, one analysis for the same party products, 

Democratization of laboratory selection:

Prevention of recurrent laboratory analysis for those products delivered in combination with laboratory tests certificate by a foreign accredited laboratory, 

Use of sticker for the alcohol liquor, instead of the label, as it is the case for the foodstuff. 

Our Association has conducted persistent negotiations with General Directorate of Control and Protection in order to ensure the issue of the reference numbers in particular on behalf of those importing the same products for long period of time. 

Work with Ministry of Finance on new taxation system: Ministry of Finance has been informed by TÜGİDER in regard to the opinions of the relevant members on the new taxation system as the opinion of our Association. 

Information to Members: The relevant members have been provided with the respective official journals, correspondences, formal notifications, etc. delivered by Ministry of Agriculture and Village Affairs, Undersecretary of Foreign Trade and Ministry of Health.  

Updating of Website: Updating and arrangement of TÜGİDER website in Turkish and in English have been performed. 
Tariff Quotas: The tariff quotas in the relevant product groups have been notified to their respective members. 

4. Activities Conducted in Combination with Others

TÜGİDER’s Activities on International Fairs: TÜGİDER’s members are invited to joint to Portugal, Spain, Tunisia and Germany by the respective commercial attaches and CMA, free of charge.  
Turkish Food and Bevarages Industrialist Association Federation – GDF: Food Association Federation is established and TÜGİDER has become its member.  GDF nominated TÜGİDER’s members to join to the work in Codex commission. 

Istanbul Chamber of Commerce: The representatives of our Association and Istanbul Chamber of Commerce are in consistent partnership in regard to relevant and joint issues. Our opinion on draft and enforced codes are notified to ITO and joint lobby activities are planned for the defense of the same/similar isssue.   

Seminars on Rice Trade:  TÜGİDER has arranged series of seminars in combination with PAKDER and USA Rice Federation on “Rice Trade, Problems Encountered and Proposals for Solutions” in Istanbul, Bursa, İzmir, Antalya, Ankara and Adana. 

    The issues on Turkey’s harmonization have been discussed by the information provided on the issues for the protection and import bans. The seminars were delivered by In terms of. Erol Çakmak, Prof., Head of Department of Economics, METU, on the subject of “Foreign Trade of Agricultural Products and International Agreements”, to the participating officers of Ministry of Agriculture and Village Affairs and Undersecretary of Foreign Trade.  

5. TÜGİDER’s Cooperation and Fair Activities 

ITF Food Fair: TÜGİDER extended the validity of the agreement with ITF for additional 2.5 years for the discounts to be granted for TÜGİDER’s members participating to Food Fairs  in CNR Commercial Center to be organized by ITF. 

Tunisia Food Fair: The officers of Tunisia Food Fair were informed on the participation of two members of our Association, at the expense of Tunisian authorities. 
Anagua Food Fair in Germany: 11 members of our Association were invited to take part in Anagua Food Fair to be held in Germany in October 2005, within Messe Dusseldorf Fair Site. 
Intermopro Intermeat Intercool Fair in Germany: 4 members and employees of our Association were sent to take part in the fair.  

Training of Association’s Employees:

Hilal Işık, Food Engineer and Esra Yılmaz, Voluntary Employee of our Association, were invited to take part in training  within the scope of an EU project, “Gateway to Europe“.   

6. Top Level Visits

Visits by Baby Food Commission: Regular meetings have been conducted, chaired by Ali İhsan Bilir, Board Member, Baby Food Commission, contributed by 

- Ministry of Health, 

- Ministry of Agriculture and Village Affairs, 

- General Directorate of Basic Health Services, 
- General Directorate of ACSAP (Mother-Child Health and Family Planning), 

- Undersecretary of Foreign Trade, 

organized for the purpose of introduction of production methods of the 
products and serving for the concept of the reference products. 

Visits by our Association’s Board Members: 
Our Association’s board members paid visits to;

Ministry of Agriculture and Village Affairs, 

General Directorate of Imports, 

General Directorate of Protection and Control, 

General Directorate of Customs, 

General Directorate of Standardization, 

Undersecretary of Foreign Trade, and 

Ministry of Finance. 
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